


Alginate fabric - harnessing nature s absorbency

Speciality Fibres and Materials Ltd Alginate Fabric is available in a variety of thicknesses and weights and is also

available in many standard sizes including; 5 x 5cm, 7.5 x 7.5cm, 10 x 7.5cm, 10 x 10cm, 10 x 15cm, 

10 x 20cm, 15 x 20cm.

There is also a 2g, 2 x 30cm ribbon for dressing cavity wounds. Various composite products, developed

to address different wound types, are also available.

Presentation

Chronic wounds often take a long time to heal, so minimising

nursing time while ensuring patient comfort is an important

criterion for wound dressings. Speciality Fibres and Materials

Ltd has improved product benefits by designing a fabric with

significant wet strength to maximise the potential for one-

piece removal (Figure 1).

Since high absorbency has the potential for extending

dressing wear time, Speciality Fibres and Materials Ltd

ensured that the product design did not compromise the

product’s absorbency. Speciality Fibres and Materials Ltd’s

Alginate Fabric (150gsm)  has a typical absorbency of

18g/100cm2 (0.9% saline). 0 40 80 160120
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Typical results.

Details of the test method are available on request.

Figure 1
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Faster gelling and gel blocking were also included in the

product design. Both these benefits are properties of the

source of the seaweed polymer (either High M or High G).

Gel blocking of High M polymer prevents lateral wicking of

wound fluid and so reduces the risk of macerating healthy

skin surrounding the wound, (Figure 2).

Speciality Fibres and Materials Ltd’s Quality System has

been extended to BS EN 46002 for the manufacture of sterile

and non-sterile alginate products. 

tested and meets a number of toxicological standards and also 

meets the British Pharmacopoeia Monograph for Alginate Fibre.
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Typical results.

Details of the test method are available on request.

Figure 2

Issue date

Speciality Fibres and Materials Ltd’s calcium alginate has been

July 2008
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